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Foreword
Since its humble beginning in 1988, the annual Cumberland Conference on
Combinatorics, Graph Theory, and Computing has grown into an established regional
meeting of the southeastern schools in the US. The conference has been hosted by
a number of universities in the South including the University of Memphis, Emory
University, the University of Alabama at Huntsville, East Tennessee State University,
the University of Mississippi, Vanderbilt University, and the University of Louisville.
The Cumberland Conference developed a reputation of having prominent experts
from all over the world as featured speakers including L. Babai, J. Beck, G. Chartrand,
P. Erdo˝s, Z. F5uredi, S. Hedetniemi, M. Henning, L. Lesniak, C. Liu, L. Lov6asz,
C. Mynhardt, C. Nash-Williams, C. Papadimitriou, F. Preparata, F. Roberts,
N. Robertson, V. R5odl, C. Savage, P. Seymour, D. Stinson, R. Thomas, G. Toussaint,
W. Trotter.
The Cumberland Conferences have never published proceedings before, and the or-
ganizing committee of the 12th one, held in Louisville, Kentucky on May 20–22, 1999,
does not want to break the rule with this present volume. In fact, the editor-in-chief
of Discrete Mathematics challenged us by asking for the edition of contributed papers
of the conference compiled into a special volume of the journal, rather than into a
comprehensive conference proceedings. The selection of papers was easier than we
@rst thought due to the standard refereeing process of DM we adopted, and most
importantly, due to the high level of research presented by the conference speakers.
We would like to express our gratitude to all of the authors for their enthusiasm and
contribution to the present volume. In organizing the conference and editing this special
volume we have received valuable moral support from several friends and colleagues
and great assistance from the referees of the papers, to all of whom we express our
grateful thanks. Thanks are also due to Peter Hammer for the opportunity of demon-
strating with this volume one decade’s traditions of South’s precious Cumberland Con-
ference, and to Nelly Segal for her guidance and cooperation during the editorial work.
April, 2001 Grzegorz Kubicki
Jeno˝ Lehel
Department of Mathematics,
University of Louisville, Louisville,
KY 40292, USA
E-mail address: gmkubi01@homer.louisville.edu (G. Kubicki).
0012-365X/02/$ - see front matter c© 2002 Elsevier Science B.V. All rights reserved.
PII: S0012 -365X(01)00223 -0
